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Behind the scenes of the Defender Days tradition
Georgia Lodewyk — Staff Writer
Each October, Dordt University welcomes
over 1500 families, alumni, and community
members for the biggest weekend on campus.
The three-day extravaganza, beginning on
Thursday, is filled with receptions, fundraisers,
breakfasts, concerts, athletic events, dedications,
and mainstage productions. The variety serves
a very specific purpose: on Defender Days
weekend, there is something for everyone.
But for some, Defender Days lasts a lot
longer than one weekend. For Josie Faber, the
Signature and Regional Events Coordinator, the
planning begins in the Advancement Office as
early as June.
“Those initial meetings are just making sure,
getting the schedule to finalize things,” Faber
said.
Faber coordinates with the athletic department
and music department, communicating the
exact times and schedules of concerts and
games.
“One of the biggest things is the
communication that goes on with everybody,”
Faber said.
As Faber finalizes dates and scheduling, the
marketing department gets to work, releasing
Defender Days information in August. Event
and general registration open to the public as
Dordt students are getting ready for move-in
day. By the start of the semester, advancement

Dash the Defender and the Dordt Dance team during last year’s Defender Days
has two months left to plan and coordinate
more than 20 events.
Faber works to plan what she calls “The Big
Four”: The Connection Breakfast, the Defender

Suitable Truths production

Ian MacDonald — Staff Writer

Nation Dinner, the President’s Brunch, and the
25th class reunion.
The Business Connection Breakfast,
starting at 6:45 a.m. on Friday, will feature

former Dordt professor John Visser as the
keynote speaker. Parents, alumni, Sioux
Center chamber members, and Dordt business
students attend this event as an opportunity
for connection, a chance to “rub-elbows” and
engage in conversation with the Dordt business
community. The Defender Nation Dinner takes
place on Friday night and is hosted by the
Alumni Council, but Faber handles most of the
planning and details.
Saturday morning takes off with the
weekend’s biggest event: the President’s
Brunch in the Dordt Recreation Center. At this
event, open to parents, alumni, friends, and
relatives, Erik and Barb Hoekstra share updates
concerning the Dordt campus and community.
For Faber, this year’s 25th class reunion
has been the biggest surprise, with attendance
doubling usual expectations. Each event has
specific details, plans, and attendees, meaning
Faber is in contact with everyone from dining
to maintenance to athletics to fine arts.
This year is Faber’s first year of being the
point person for Defender Days. The previous
coordinator, Dianne De Wit, worked for 22
years as Dordt’s Signature Event Coordinator
before passing the torch to Faber. In her years of
planning Dordt’s reunion weekend, De Wit saw
the weekend grow and develop into Dordt’s...
Cont. on pg. 4

Information desk hiring
process based on peer
recommendation
Joya Breems — Staff Writer

Art major Morgan Stoltzfus (left) models while professor Volkers (right) and class record
The art gallery in the campus center is packed
with sculptures by artist Stephanie Barrick.
Barrick calls these sculptures “wearable art,”
made to spread the word of God. The display
will be open until Dec. 14.
Gallery director David Platter first reached
out to Barrick while attending the Christians
Individual Arts (CIVA) convention. He flew
there, met her, and invited her to show her work
at Dordt University. The project came to a halt
in the fall semester of 2021, but picked back up
again over this past summer.
“We had about three or four calls that lasted
four hours in the summer and maybe even
longer than that,” Platter said. “There was a lot

of uncertainty until she got on campus.”
Platter served as a go-between for Barrick
and Dordt. He coordinated with the senior
seminar class of the art department and
got multiple seniors to help with moving,
assembling, and modeling the sculptures.
Barrick also came to Platter with the idea
to make a production using the sculptures for
an ad and video for her website. After some
consideration, Platter came to Mark Volkers, a
digital media professor at Dordt.
Volkers mentored Platter when he first
arrived at Dordt five years ago, and their
established relationship enhanced the...
Cont. on pg. 12

The information desk is the first thing a visitor
to Dordt University’s campus sees when they
walk in the door. A student-employed attendant
greets passersby and smiles at campus visitors.
“Good afternoon, this is Dordt University,
how may I help you?” Abby Kraemer, the
information desk student supervisor and senior
Dordt student, said answering the phone.
The main duties of an information desk
attendant are answering the phone and
transferring calls to relevant Dordt employees, as
well as giving directions on campus. Attendants
reference a large blue binder containing all the
extension numbers for Dordt’s faculty and staff.
Jill Jacobsma, the Information Desk
Supervisor, looks for friendly and engaged
attendants.

“I look for attendants that are approachable
and have a knowledge of the campus,”
Jacobsma said.
Attendants are “part of being a first impression
of the university,” according to Jacobsma.
Beatrice Rynders, an information desk
attendant and senior Dordt student has been
told, “You guys are the face of Dordt.” She’s
also had callers say, “It sounds like you guys
are smiling on the other end of the line.”
According to Rynders, not everyone is cut out
to be an information desk attendant. They must
think on their feet and be able to deal with a
wide array of questions.
Currently, all the attendants at the...

Dordt University Information Desk
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Gaming Guild adds tabletop roleplay room
Lydia Jayaputra — Staff Writer
On Oct. 16, five Dordt University students
and one professor gathered around a table,
ready to travel to Gracklstugh, “The City
of Blades,” through the stories of their own
created characters. Their game master and
vice president of the guild’s tabletop roleplay
chapter, Zach Brenner, narrated their journey
and rolled his favorite metal dice to determine
his players’ fates. At the end of the session, the
characters finally reached their destination.
Brenner described the city.
“If you want a good weapon, this is where you
go,” Brenner said. “[The city] gives a sulfurous
scent and a dim red glow. You get the sense of
hardness in both the people and the stone around
you… you stand at the gates, prepared to enter.”
The Gaming Guild added the tabletop roleplay

“For so many, the
church has been like,
‘No, you don’t do this.
It’s wrong,’ but we’re
trying to show that it
can be a meaningful
part of the kingdom
and do some amazing
things for people.”
-Brad Hickey
room to facilitate groups like Brenner’s. Brad
Hickey, Director of Gaming and Student
Support Specialist, saw a need for expansion
within tabletop roleplay.
“At every major event, we tend to have
ten to twelve people interested in tabletop
roleplaying,” Hickey said.
But it was hard for students to focus on their

The Gaming Guild’s Tabletop Roleplay Room in Kuyper’s basement
tabletop game in the main gaming area, where
other conversations and loud console games
drowned them out. The Gaming Guild met the
need by turning an old storage room into a new
tabletop roleplay room.
Hickey and Brenner see the expansion of
tabletop roleplay as a furthering of God’s
kingdom.
“[I’ve learned] the power of storytelling
and the power of shared narratives to bring
people together, and God can use that in a very
powerful way,” Hickey said. “For so many, the
church has been like, ‘No, you don’t do this. It’s
wrong,’ but we’re trying to show that it can be
a meaningful part of the kingdom and do some
amazing things for people.”
Brenner views tabletop roleplay as a way to
tell stories and form strong connections with

people.
“I have seen community built around
[tabletop roleplay] that are just ripe with good
conversation, about theology and philosophy,”
Brenner said.
Because of the tabletop roleplay room, the
Gaming Guild can now host two “campaigns,”
or groups which play through a multi-session
storyline together. Brenner leads one, Hickey
the other.
Located in the basement of Kuyper
Apartments, the tabletop roleplay room features
a fake fireplace, two cushioned chairs, and a
medieval-looking crest hung on the wall. Fake
pillars, draped with flowers and fabric, occupy
the corners of the room.
A foot-tall hourglass, adorned with metal
dragons, rests next to a filled bookcase. Plants

Dordt hosts its annual student-led Curry Craze
hang on shelves and strung lights adorn the
ceiling. While the tables and chairs themselves
are classroom leftovers, the effort to make the
space feel unique is obvious.
Kayla Vande Zande, Social Media Manager
and Accountant for the Gaming Guild,
worked with other students, departments, and
professors to decorate the room. Most of the
current furniture is borrowed from the theatre
department. The Guild purchased and set up
the decorations itself. Vande Zande and Abigail
Fortune, another leader in the Gaming Guild,
spent hours placing vases, flowers, pillars, and
lights around the room.
“The goal is to make it even more into an
atmosphere than it is now,” Vande Zande said.
The desire to quickly decorate the tabletop
roleplay room came partially from interviews
with the Gospel Coalition. The Coalition
focused on gaming, Christianity, and the
differences between males and females gaming.
“[They] asked what a lot of Christian moms
would ask,” Brenner said, “About video game
addiction and grades, and what it means to be a
Christian in gaming.”
Vande Zande noticed more gendered questions
in her interview.
“[They] were coming in to talk about the
guys’, you know, stereotype about sitting in
their parent’s basement kind of thing,” Vande
Zande said.
Many saw Christian higher education
enrollment decrease after the pandemic, with
many more male students leaving than female,
according to the Annual Financial Aid Survey
of CCCU. Because of the gender gap, Christian
colleges and writers alike are keeping an eye
out for programs which heavily include men.
The Guild’s leadership is at least 50 percent
male, Hickey estimates, and it has high
engagement with male students on campus.
He believes this is what attracted the Gospel
Coalition to interview members.
“[The interviewer] got to see the Gaming
Guild, and got to see all the guys getting
involved together in something they wanted to
be involved in. It was a cool way for us to make
an impact,” Vande Zande said.
Photo credit: Lydia Jayaputra

Hallelujah Party
Naomi Mellema – Staff Writer
The Hallelujah Party, an alternative to trickor-treating, is scheduled for Oct. 31 from 5:307:30 p.m. This Halloween alternative is held
every year, normally in the Dordt University
Recreation Center. It is hosted by Bridge of
Hope, a church in Sioux Center.

The Hallelujah Party started in 1999. The idea
came from a Bridge of Hope member’s relative,
whose church hosted a similar event. The
church felt that the concept of the Hallelujah
Party fit well with their church’s mission and
vision.
“This filled the bucket of sharing God’s
love in practical ways and being visible in

“This filled
the bucket of
sharing God’s
love in practical
ways and being
visible in the
community,”
-Kara Dieleman

Children playing games at the Hallelujah Party when it was previously held at Sioux Center High
School

Abi Wegner — Staff Writer
Dordt University hosted its ninth annual Curry
Craze on Oct. 22, 2022. Run by the Students
Without Borders club, international students
showcased their culture and heritage by cooking
curry for the rest of the student body to enjoy.
The event encouraged all ethnic groups to
participate. Students from Indonesia, Kenya,
Canada, and even Sioux Center dedicated their
time to putting on this event.
A lot of preparation went into getting ready
for this school function, and members of both
the Students Without Borders Club (SWB)
and the Multicultural Leadership Program
were encouraged to volunteer. The event
is completely prepared by Dordt students,
including the cooking, cleaning, decorations,
setup, and serving.

At the Hallelujah Party, kids run around in
Halloween costumes, playing a variety of games
to win prizes. Kids are awarded prize tickets for
games and activities which can then be turned
in to receive candy or toys from a prize table.
Another attraction at the Halloween Party is a
scavenger hunt with specifically dressed-up
characters which kids need to find and get the
signature of to receive a prize. This year, there
will be the new addition of a Halloween photo
booth.

According to Dieleman, the committee
that organizes the Hallelujah Party is always
looking for new games and activities to add
to the event. Organizing games and activities
is one of the responsibilities of the committee,
which has four to six members. Other tasks
include advertising, booking a venue, and
reaching out to local businesses. The biggest
responsibility for the committee, however, is
purchasing prizes for those in attendance each
year. The committee is on the lookout for prizes
throughout the year.
Most expenses of the event are covered by
donations from businesses and other sponsors
from the community. Many businesses
contribute each year by donating money or
candy.
Though it requires many donations and a lot
of preparation, Bridge of Hope believes that the
Hallelujah Party is worth it. It is a safe place
for the community to come together, where
everyone is welcome and able to celebrate in
an alternative way to trick-or-treating. At the
event, there will also be an opportunity for
attendees to give back to their community by
donating to Hope Food Pantry.
While the community benefits from the
Hallelujah Party, Dieleman believes that the
church and those that organize the event also
benefit.
“I believe we get to see the community come
together at an event that brings pure joy to the
children,” Dieleman said.
Contributed photo

On Friday, Oct. 21, the eve of the Curry Craze,
volunteer cooks filled the Commons kitchen.
Many of them had never stepped foot in a Dordt
kitchen. They represented ethnic groups from
around the world, eager to share some of their
background with the rest of campus.
The four curry dishes served were Tikka
Masala (from India), Padang chicken curry
(Indonesia), Kare Raisu (Korea/Japan), and
Kenyan curry stew.
Full of chatter and laughter, the kitchen
exploded with the sound of community building
between students as they shared stories from
back home. The nostalgia of the dishes moved
the students to tell about their home countries.
The bursting colors of curry ingredients, from
bright orange carrots to deep green cilantro,

Tim Darla (left) leading his team in cooking Tikka Masala for the Curry Craze event

Our Town
These past two weeks, Dordt University
Theater has performed Our Town, a play by
Thornton Wilder. Their final performances will
be this Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Photo credit: Robin Suing

the community,” Kara Dieleman, Head of the
Hallelujah Party Committee, said.
The Hallelujah Party began as a small event
held at the old Sioux Center Community Center,
which is now the public library. The event has
continued to grow, and now has anywhere from
1,100-1,500 in attendance every year. Activities
and games at the Hallelujah Party are best
suited for ages 0-13.
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made students eager to try the dishes. The
overwhelming smell of the four curries filled
the kitchen. Stomachs rumbled in anticipation.
Tim Darla, a sophomore, lead a small team
in cooking the Tikka Masala. Darla had eaten
his mother’s cooking: she had immigrated
to America from Andhra Pradesh, India. But
Darla had never made the dish himself, which
he found challenging when leading his team.
“Thankfully I knew the process of everything,
and with a little help on a phone call with my
mother…we were able to make a delicious Tikka
Masala curry.” Darla said. “I had a fantastic
team that played a key role in the preparation,
and I would 100 percent do it again.”
Darla’s favorite part was marinating the
chicken. Even though “it was gross,” he said he
had fun at the same time.
The volunteer cooks’ work paid off through
the opinions of Curry Craze attendees.
Jaime Koetsier, a junior, tried each of the four
curries. The Indian-inspired Tikka Masala was
her favorite. She had never eaten curry before
the event, and learned curry is “more than just a
flavoring” but a dish with many variations. For
Koetsier, takeaways from the event stretched
beyond the food.
“[It is] very special for different students to
show off their culture.” Koetsier said.
She said it is good to bring people together no
matter where they are from, and food is a great
way to do that.
Once guests arrived and paid the two-dollar
ticket fee, hosts encouraged them to grab a
curry bowl of their choice and sit at a table with
others they might not have known previously.
Students spent the evening chatting with
friends, eating curry, and watching the SWB’s
presentation about the cultural significance and
history of each curry.

Afterwards, they played a Kahoot quiz, which
asked questions about each type of curry. A
few questions about basketball player Stephen
Curry added some laughs to the experience.
Retired Dordt engineering professor Nolan
Van Gaalen attended the event with his wife

“[An event like
this] allows the
community to come
together, and we
see a piece of the
world outside Sioux
Center,”
-Tim Darla
Dorenda. The couple said they enjoyed the
presentation and learned a lot.
“[The facts] were presented in an engaging
way,” Van Gaalen said. “I thought it was quite
a fun, planned, engagement for the audience.”
He also said it was “a little more organized
than previous years.”
Darla said it’s events like these that allow
people to connect and understand what different
cultures “bring to the table.”
“[An event like this] allows the community to
come together, and we see a piece of the world
outside Sioux Center,” Darla said.
Photo credit: Dordt Students Without Borders
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Campus Center gets loud

From the New World: NISO concert coming Nov. 15

Glory Reitz — Co-Editor
The Halloween costume party didn’t go down
in flames, but the Dordt University Campus
Center fire alarms did not get the memo.
Costumed students began to arrive around 9
p.m. on Oct. 21, but by about 9:25 p.m. they
were evacuating the building to the sound of

Madeleine Kobes — Staff Writer
wailing fire alarms.
When the fire department got there, students
were standing in a colorful cluster beneath the
clock tower. The fire engines’ red-and-blue
lights flashed over the students’ costumes as
they waited to be let back into the building,
chatting as if the party hadn’t faltered.

From left to right Kayla Vande Zand, Johnny Sullivan, Carolyn Rayhons, and Justine Combs pose
in the flashing lights as they wait for the go-ahead to return the party to the Campus Center

By 9:47 p.m., the firemen were filing out of
the building, telling students they could go back
in, but the alarm might go off again. They could
not tell what had triggered the alarm, but said
the Dordt maintenance department was looking
into it.
A similar-sounding alarm had been going
off earlier that day in the Campus Center, but
instead of a fire alarm, it was a “trouble” alarm,
according to Josh Dorhout, Dordt’s facilities
and services director. This alarm doesn’t mean
anything is on fire. It’s an alert that there is
something wrong with the alarm system. In this
case, it was a ground error.
The maintenance team began looking into the
issue, continually silencing the alarm as they
tried to find the root of the problem. By the
evening, the alarm was quiet until a little while
into the Halloween party.
“I was... talking with my friends, and the fire
alarm interrupted me,” Carolyn Rayhons, a
senior, said of the alarm at the costume party.
“It was so rude.”
“Totally not cash money of it,” Justine Combs,
a junior, added.
Rayhons was dressed as Wendy from Gravity
Falls, but the red wig she had ordered was
too curly for the part, so her dark hair hung
uncovered. Because Wendy’s outfit looks a lot
like street clothes, she left her glasses off to
show she was in costume.
Combs was dressed as a pirate, with dark
eyeliner, a wide-cuffed black coat she’d found
in a closet back home, and skirt and shirt she
had sewn herself and drawn together with a
corset. She wore no shoes, gripping the chilly
sidewalk with her bare toes.
At about 47 degrees, with the occasional
breath of gentle wind, the students did not

need to worry about the cold. But when the
fire department had given them the “OK,” they
were quick to pour back into the Grille area’s
orange mood lighting.
“Let’s party!” Someone yelled. The music’s
volume increased, and a few students began to
bounce, their costumes swaying to the beat.
The next day, the fire alarm system continued
blaring false alarms. The maintenance
department called in an electrician and
deactivated about a third of the system to bring
some quiet for the ACT testing scheduled for
that morning.
All seemed well until Monday morning, when
the Campus Center greeted people with warm,
stagnant air. The air handler was running, but no
air was moving. At the same time, the hot water
had stopped working.
Someone went to the basement to investigate
and found a water leak from a pressurized pipe.
The slim spray of water had aimed itself at the
control panel that shares the mechanical room,
soaking a spot the size of the tip of a ballpoint
pen, according to Josh Dorhout. This tiny but
steady stream had shorted out the Campus
Center fire alarm system.
The alarm system was a simple fix, Dorhout
said. Maintenance only needed to replace one
small chip to dismiss the trouble alerts and
allow airflow to return. They had to order a part
to fix the hot water, but in the meantime they
were able to switch to a manual control.
“There’s no big fancy story,” Dorhout said. “It
was just a water leak that happened to spray....
It could have been a lot worse.”
Photo credit: Glory Reitz

Purdue University student murdered
Audra Kooi – Staff Writer
20-year-old Varun Manish Chheda was
murdered in his dorm at Purdue University on
Oct. 5, 2022. His roommate, Ji Min Sha, called
911 around 12:45 a.m. that morning. The police
took Sha into custody at Tippecanoe County Jail
the same afternoon.
Chheda studied data science and on track
to graduate early. A member of his middle
school’s science bowl team, Chheda made it to
the National Science Bowl competition in both
2015 and 2016. His academic success continued
into high school where he was a semifinalist
in the National Merit Scholarship program
and a candidate for the 2020 U.S. Presidential
Scholars Program, which honors the nation’s
most renowned high school seniors.
Purdue held a vigil one week following
Chheda’s death. His close friends and family
were invited to say a few words to remember
him.
“He had just texted his mom an hour before
and told her he loved her,” Manish Chheda,
Varun’s father said. “Something like this
shouldn’t happen to a student in a college dorm
room on a school night, just sitting at their

Varun Manish Chheda (Left) and Ji Min Sha (Right)
desk.” Chheda’s friends also made note of his
character.
“[He] taught me the importance of genuine
gratitude … [and the] importance of bettering
myself for others,” Ben Carpenter, a long-time
friend of Chheda, said.

Since being taken into custody, Sha has been
charged with murder. When asked to comment,
Sha said he was blackmailed but did not
elaborate.
In the aftermath of Chheda’s death, the
university’s professors did their best to be

The Northwest Iowa Symphony Orchestra
(NISO) will perform a concert at 7:30 p.m. on
Nov. 15, in the B.J. Haan Auditorium. NISO is a
regional group that meets on Dordt University’s
campus, under the direction of Onsby Rose.
Featuring many student instrumentalists and
a composition written by a Dordt student, the
concert offers a different style of music and a
unique opportunity for a rural community like
Sioux Center.
The symphony orchestra consists of
professional musicians, community members,
and students. Rose, the NISO director and
a music professor at Dordt, describes it as
a “training” orchestra. Section leaders are
often teachers or professional musicians who
also play in other orchestras. Student string
musicians who play in the Dordt’s Chamber
Orchestra make up the rest of the players, as
well as community members. Most of these
community members played in NISO during
college and wanted to continue playing their
instruments.
NISO will perform three pieces at the Nov.
15 concert. The titular piece, “From the New
World” is a familiar orchestral tune by Antonin
Dvorak. NISO will also play “Concerto for Bass
Tuba” by Ralph Vaughan-Williams, featuring
Tuba Soloist Keven Young.
The most notable piece to be played at the
concert is “Overture in D Minor,” by Aaron
Galloway. Galloway is a current Dordt student
who plays cello in the Chamber Orchestra. He
is a junior double major in biology and music
composition. Galloway began composing on

Contributed photo

his own five years ago. Taking composition
classes with Rose marked Galloway’s first
formal instruction in writing music.
Previously, Galloway has written several
pieces for the Woodwind Quintet, Saxophone
Quartet, and Chamber Orchestra, which were
performed at Dordt last year. “Overture in D
Minor” will open this year’s NISO concert.
Galloway said he began writing the song last
winter and showed it to Rose in the spring. Rose
then selected it for NISO’s fall concert.

“I did not expect to get such a great
opportunity,” Galloway said. “But I am very
thankful for it.”
Galloway’s overture is for a standard
symphony with a Romantic era classical style.
The piece is based on a choral by J.S. Bach,
which is heard in the opening section. The
choral is broken up into motive fragments
which develop throughout the work.
“There are also a couple of my own original
melodies used in the piece,” Galloway said.

“One of these themes, introduced by a horn
solo near the beginning, plays an important role
toward the end of the piece and helps tie the
work together.”
Tickets are significantly less expensive than
most major orchestra prices, and Dordt students
also get a discount. “From the New World” is
one of three concerts NISO will perform this
year; there is also a spring concert and a pops
concert. It is uncommon to find a full symphony
orchestra outside of larger cities, making this
Dordt experience unique.
“The fact that, through the support of Dordt
and the community, we’re able to have a full
symphony orchestra to perform here is pretty
amazing,” Rose said.
Not only is NISO a unique group for such
a rural area, it’s also a style of music many
don’t hear often. The concert is a way to “get
outside of the normal music box,” according to
Rose. He encourages all students to consider
attending.
“I would love to see more of our student
musicians and student population in general
make it out to the NISO concerts,” Rose said.
“It’s a great opportunity to be exposed to
music that they may not hear on a daily basis,
especially if they’re not an active musician in an
ensemble currently.”
Contributed photo

Women in business club
Gracie Campbell — Staff Writer

sensitive. Many allowed their students to skip
class or reschedule exams. Grief counseling
was also made available for students who
reached out.
But this event still raises questions about
safety on university campuses. When asked
about their safety, several students at Purdue
explained that the death of Chheda, while tragic,
didn’t change how safe they feel on campus.
“I feel very safe on Purdue’s campus. I
carry pepper spray with me, but I have carried
it around since starting high school,” current
Perdue student Jenna Scutt said. “I simply try to
make smart choices and keep moving forward.”
After several incidents last year reported
by The Diamond, the Dordt University
administration decided to lock the doors of each
dorm. Students now must always carry their
student IDs for entry. This change was put in
place to protect students from those outside of
the Dordt school body. But the chilling effect
is remembering this murder at Perdue happened
between roommates. As crime changes,
universities are forced to reevaluate their safety
precautions to promote student safety.

The Northwest Iowa Symphony Orchestra during their last visit to Dordt University

In today’s day and age, some people question
how much society needs to emphasize women
in business. The equality gap between men and
women in this occupation has improved, but is
not perfected.
Abby Vander Pol, a business administration
major, has noticed this difference in some of her
classes at Dordt University.
“So far being in the classes, it is pretty maledominated and oftentimes it’s the guys who will
speak up,” Vander Pol said.
Although it does depend on emphasis, the
world of business is dominated by men. Deloitte
Insights conducted a study in 2021 that found
“the proportion of women in leadership roles
within financial services firms is 24 percent.”
This number, though expected to rise, is still
low.
After seeing the need for a community for
young women, Sandy Vanden Bosch, professor
of business administration at Dordt, established
the Women in Business group on campus.
Starting last spring, Vanden Bosch began
welcoming females into classrooms once a
month over the lunch hour. At the first meeting
held last year, 10-12 women attended. This year,
over 20 came to the first meeting on Sept. 30.
“When I came out of Dordt and was looking

for a career, I was super insecure and not sure
of what I could offer,” Vanden Bosch said. “I
appreciated that there were people that were
a generation or two ahead of me that were
pouring into me and so now, this is my chance
to mentor into students.”
The club aims to give women a community
to grow in confidence in their business careers.
Vanden Bosch designed the space for women to
learn from each other, recognizing they all have
something to add in the classroom and beyond.
Last year, the group hosted businesswomen
to speak about their experiences and careers. It
became a place to hear other women’s stories
and acknowledge the different paths students
can take.
Senior women in business began to come
to meetings and mentor freshman by giving
advice and sharing personal experiences. Soon,
a group of three upperclassmen students took
up the group, bringing it before the student
government to establish it as a club officially.
Now those women organize the club, plan
meetings, and create ideas.
Kassie Brands, a junior accounting major,
joined the club last year and now helps lead it.
“I think it’s important [to have a WIB club
on campus] because a lot of times women
are a little bit in the minority, especially in
accounting and finance,” Brands said. “[the

Behind the scenes of the Defender Days tradition cont.
cont. from pg. 1

...most popular weekend.
“There are so many details, so many events
and so many moving parts,” De Wit said. “It
was always fun to work with so many people on
campus to make things run smoothly.”
De Wit remembers many Defender Days,
including ones where snow covered the ground.
The most memorable was the year “Dordt
College” became “Dordt University,” and the
new logo was revealed. Regardless of the year,
Defender Days is a reunion of families, friends,
and community members that have called...
...Dordt home.
“Dordt has so much to celebrate on this
weekend, alumni, students with their families,
faculty, and great events,” De Wit said. “I hope
everyone is able to sample some of it.”
Defender days kicks off this year on Oct.
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28 with women’s basketball and the fall theater
production “Our Town,” which will also give
two performances on Saturday. On Friday,
guests can attend a special chapel and music
concerts, as well as the Defender Nation Dinner.
The Ag Facilities dedication will take place
Saturday morning, with various speakers from
Dordt’s agriculture program. Soccer, volleyball,
hockey, and football will all be hosting home
games this weekend. Visit Dordt University’s
website for the full lineup of festivities.
Photo credit: Dordt University Athletics

Women enjoying lunch and company at the second WIB meeting

club is important] to be able to come together
and share struggles, give advice, and form a
community within that.”
Brands hopes that through the club, women
are encouraged to push through hard classes,
know it is possible to succeed, and gain support
throughout college and their career.
The club hopes to invite more speakers in,
giving students the opportunity to hear what
women are doing in real world careers. Brands

wants the club to become “an interactive space
where people can really get to know each other
and form a community.”
Women in the business world need both
confidence and community. The Women in
Business Club plans to provide and connect
young women with resources and opportunities
to develop these areas.
Photo credit: Jeralyn Wessel

Voting as a college student
Jeralyn Wessel – Staff Writer

The midterm general election will be held
Nov. 8, 2022. At the federal level, all members
of the House of Representatives and 35
members of the Senate will be elected. Many
state representatives, local officials, and issues
will also be decided. While the easiest way for
students to vote is to return to their hometown,
many may find this inconvenient or difficult.
If students don’t attend school close to where
they’re from, Iowa offers same-day registration.
On election day, student voters must arrive at
the Terrace View Event Center between 7 a.m.
and 8 p.m. with a photo ID, school ID, and
proof of current address. All Dordt University
students should have received an email with an
attached document to prove a personal Dordt
address.
Iowa, among many other states, also offers
absentee ballot voting. However, the deadline
for requesting this ballot in Iowa was Oct. 24.
For more information regarding voting in Iowa
or your state, contact your county election
official.
Historically, registration and voting rates
for college students have been relatively low.
In the 2022 presidential election, however,
rates increased to 66 percent according to the
Campus Vote Project. Students may fail to vote
because of inconvenience or feeling the election
is not relevant to them at their current life stage,
according to Jeff Taylor, an Iowa State senator
and Dordt political science professor. But
the issues involved in this election prove that
voting affects everyone.
Across the country, elected legislators will
decide how to approach the overturning
of the Roe v. Wade decision. In Iowa,

congressmembers will most likely present
another bill for school choice funding. Iowa
voters will also decide whether Second
Amendment language should be added to the
state constitution. Decisions made by elected
officials affecting college students include tax
rates, vaccine mandates, minimum wage rates,
and the level of the freedoms of citizens.
“I think we all have an obligation to be
involved in trying to help our neighbor and to
serve others,” Taylor said. “Voting and being
involved in politics and government is one way
we can do that.”
While voting is the central part of choosing
United States public officials, students may
wonder about barriers to voting as a college
student. Annabella Mosher, a sophomore from
Elkhorn, Nebraska, said she needed to think
about voting over a month in advance in order
to vote with an absentee ballot. Due to the
distractions of school and the lack of other
options, she may not be able to vote.
Nia Boentoro, a sophomore from Marion,
Iowa, was also unable to request a ballot in time.
“Especially if we are the ‘next generation’, we
should be able to easily vote,” Boentoro said.
The ease of voting depends on the state.
Some states, like Washington, automatically
send every registered voter a ballot rather than
waiting for a request.
For those on campus who must think about
voting far before the election, very few
reminders are found. During the year or two
leading up to presidential elections, Dordt
often hosts multiple candidates, but midterm
elections draw very little attention.
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Great outdoors: Oak Grove Park
Libby Bandelin – Staff Writer
Spending just 30 minutes outside in nature
makes people smarter, stronger, healthier,
happier and more productive, according to the
National Park Service website.
In an interview with the USDA Forest Service,
research social scientist Michelle Kondo
affirmed this fact from her studies on wellness
benefits of being in the great outdoors.
“The physiological response to being
outside in nature is real, and it’s measurable,”
Kondo said. “There are many physical and
psychological benefits of nature that scientists
have observed, which can better help us
understand how nature supports wellness in the
body, mind and community.”
Located 35 minutes east of Dordt University’s
campus, Oak Grove Park is a “hidden treasure”
according to sophomore biology major Megan
Vander Kooi. This past summer, Vander Kooi
and senior Lindsey Kuiper worked as naturalist
interns at the Prairie Woods Nature Center in
Oak Grove, where they experienced the great
outdoors every day.
The students — who are both actively
involved in residence life — landed the job in
unique ways. Vander Kooi was searching for
an opportunity nearby that would allow her to
pursue her passion for biology. The internship
did more than bolster that love, it put her public
speaking skills to the test and helped prepare
her for her role as an RA in West Hall.
“I knew that that skill was always in me,
but I needed something to help me grow in it,”
Vander Kooi said. “God gave me the job to help
me grow in public speaking and use it to help
others.”
Kuiper, an education major, discovered the
internship through the prompting of her advisor.
At first, she was nervous about the job.
“I am not a biology person,” Kuiper said.
“When I started out, I felt like a fraud.”
But, she quickly found her niche.

“There were a lot more hands-on education
tie-ins than I realized that have helped with my
time in the classroom,” Kuiper said. “It was
definitely a well-rounded experience.”
Working alongside naturalists Sarah Duvelaar
and Sunday Ford, Kuiper and Vander Kooi
ran a variety of summer camps in the park for
children ages three to 15.
One such camp — the Budding Naturalists
— had Vander Kooi and Kuiper take young
tots on hikes along the trails where they found
forest treasures and learned to carve their own
walking sticks from collected wood.
Another camp was the Bug Scout Club for
ages seven to nine. Students collected insect
specimens and displayed them on boards. Dordt
agriculture professor Jeremy Hummel assisted
with the camp and brought microscopes for the
kids to get a closer look at the creepy crawlers
and show them different adaptations.
“I thought I would hate that camp, but it ended

Painting with perseverance

“I love the students
and I like being able
to teach just art
courses.”
-Ryan Eckert
Photo credit: Dordt University

“I would do this for free,” he said. “There
was a point where I didn’t know if I was going

Contributed photo

Dordt’s new writing club
Emma Bennett—Staff writer

Tabetha DeGroot — Staff Writer
20-year-old Ryan Eckert struggled through
his Painting III class at Eastern Illinois
University. Painstakingly, he mixed color after
color trying to get his still life right. An art
major in his junior year, he didn’t feel like he
had the talent of his peers. As he finished his
painting, however, something suddenly clicked.
Eckart finally understood color, and what he
wanted to do for the rest of his life.
Eckert began teaching drawing, painting,
and other art courses at Dordt University this
fall.
“Teaching at a university has been my dream
since I was 20,” he said. “I’ve spent the last
decade trying to make it a reality.”
Eckert spent eight years in school, completing
his undergrad at Eastern and getting his MFA
in studio art at Arizona State University. He
spent his first year after graduating substitute
teaching, then teaching grade school and high
school in Virginia.
Eckert’s dream of teaching at a higher level
came true this year. While teaching at Dordt has
taken some adjusting in comparison to teaching
younger students, he is enjoying it.
“I love it,” Eckert said. “I love the students
and I like being able to teach just art courses.”
Eckert also appreciates having more time to
spend with his wife and three-month-old baby,
born two weeks after they moved to Iowa.

up being my favorite one,” Vander Kooi said.
The summer camps also gave Kuiper more
insight into the teaching world.
“It was such a fun opportunity to see the
spark in the kids’ eyes as they were learning
and making connections,” Kuiper said. “They
got hands-on experience in a new environment
that wasn’t a classroom - no desks and no tests.
You discover something new every time you go
out on the trails.”
Summer camps were not the only activity the
internship helped manage. The Prairie Woods
Center also oversaw fishing clinics, travel
library programs, cultural events like Dutch
oven baking, and the Senior Environmental
Learning Fellowship (SELF) program.
At the SELF program, senior citizens come
to the nature center on the second Tuesday of
every month to experience and learn fascinating
facts about the nature around them. Vander Kooi
helped with a SELF forum on Woodpeckers.

When a woodpecker made a death-flight into
the window of the Nature Center, the team
preserved the bird through taxidermy. It now
lives on as an educational assistant at the center.
Vander Kooi carried around this woodpecker to
the different tables, talking about the incredible
nature of the woodpecker, like how its tongue is
so long it wraps around its entire skull.
“There is no way this was not created, this
had to be designed,” one of the attending senior
citizens said.
Reflecting on their time as naturalists at the
park, Vander Kooi and Kuiper encourage
fellow Dordt students to get the well-rounded
experience as well as the physical and
community benefits of the great outdoors.
“Everyone thinks of Northwest Iowa as
nothing but cornfields,” Kuiper said. “It’s nice
to know there is more variety.”
Vander Kooi agreed that it just takes a curious
eye.
“There are lots of local state parks that people
don’t know about,” Vander Kooi said. “The
stigma is that it’s just for little kids, but they are
a lot bigger than you realize.”
Sioux County Conservation Board, which
operates in Hawarden, Iowa, manages Oak
Grove along with 24 other parks and wildlife
areas throughout the county. Open to the public
from 7 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., Alton Roadside Park,
Big Sioux Recreation Area, Sandy Hollow, and
Oak Grove Park offer a variety of places to be
explored including forest, prairie, and riparian
(riverbank) habitats.
With fall scenery in full swing, students can
hike over 13 different trails, camp out, watch
wildlife, star gaze, and admire beautiful leaves.
“It is a nice little pocket out there,” Kuiper
said. “It’s serene and walking is good for the
heart.”

to get a university level job ever. The only part
I don’t like is grading, but other than that, it’s
amazing.”
Eckert personally has a love for painting and
likes to experiment in his free time.
“I kind of dabble in different things,” Eckert
said. “Abstract, landscape or inanimate objects.
Just different takes on mundane things that you
would typically overlook.”
Eckert’s road to an art degree was not an
easy one.
“I almost changed my major to youth
ministry,” he said. “I was really bad at art. I was
getting the lowest grades in my class. I even
had one of my professors tell me after my first
painting class: ‘I don’t know if you’re going to
cut it.’”
After some ministry classes and selfexamination, however, he decided to continue
pursuing an art degree.
“At the time, I was afraid to talk to people,”
he said. “So youth ministry wasn’t going to
work out.”
About a year later, in his Painting III class, it
started to get easier.
“I finally muddled and failed and tried
time and time again to get it right,” Eckert
said. “After that I understood painting, but it
took about three and a half years of doing it
everyday.”
After achieving his degree, Eckert knew
teaching was the next step.
“Teaching was Plan A and Plan B and Plan
C,” he said. “When things weren’t working out,
my family said I needed to switch gears, but
I felt extremely compelled by God that this is
what I was supposed to be doing.”
Eckert applied to only one job last fall, a
stark contrast to the 100 jobs he applied for the
year before. That job was at Dordt.
“It was the first interview I ever had with a
university,” he said. “It just all really lined up.”
Persevering through a painting class led to a
bright future for Eckart, and he looks forward to
a colorful career.

Previous Dordt University graduates knew
writing has never been confined to an English
major or minor; anyone who has a passion for
poetry, storytelling, or a good persuasive essay
can write to their heart’s delight. However,
students may have difficulty finding the time or
motivation to practice without accountability.
About five or six years ago, Dordt had a
designated club for the community of writers
on campus. But the club faded away as the
members graduated and moved on. The
community had disappeared until Monday, Oct.
17, when student government approved the new
D’Writing Fellowship.
The idea to re-instate the club started spring
semester of last year when Dordt graduate
Anna Jordan, now Anna Ewald, returned to
campus to discuss writing over lunch with the
English department. When she mentioned the
club and what it did to help her and her fellow
writers, sophomores Ethan Mulder and Philip
Shippy found themselves inspired.
“We emailed back and forth for the rest of the

semester, and a little over the summer,” Mulder
said.
At the department fair during Week of
Welcome, Mulder and Shippy notified the
English department about their idea to bring
back a writing club. Professor Howard Schaap
volunteered to be the patron, a role he had
previously held for the writing club.
“It was pretty casual.” Schaap said. “Just
friends meeting together to write [and] to try
and have an intentional time.”
The club is in the process of organizing
a designated meeting time. Members are
excited about the return of a campus writing
community.
“Everyone knows the power of a really good
book.” Freshman writing major Billy Varble
said. “Writing can bring people to unity and to
God. I don’t need to be in the writing club to
publish, but being in the writing club pushes me
to write.”
Contributed photo
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Full-time mom, full-time professor

Our politcal culture is
crumbling

Mikaela Wegner — Co-Editor
Since 2018, about 13 individuals representing
various Sioux Center businesses rallied together
several times every year to discuss local housing
and daycare obstacles. Dordt University was
one of these parties.
Though Dordt is an institution aimed towards
young adults, faculty members have actively
participated in this conversation for the last four
years. While Dordt is not directly affected by
toddlers, the people who constitute it are.
Tara Boer, Associate Professor of Social
Work at Dordt, began as an adjunct in the
fall of 2011, transitioned to a full-time role in
2015, and has worked with criminal justice and
social work departments since. Before teaching,
Boer worked with delinquent teenage boys and
sexually abused kids where she lived with her
husband in Florida.
Married for 16 years, Boer now has four
children all under ten-years-old.
“My husband is an equal player in our
marriage,” Boer said. “He does everything I
do, and more. I always say, ‘Marriage isn’t
50/50. Sometimes you give 60 and they give
40. Sometimes they give 80 and you give 20.’”
Boer worked for about seven years before
having her first daughter. Though she “never
even once thought about staying home full time
with her,” Boer also said if she had to give up
her career, she would.
Being a working mom demands women
learn to balance individual careers, teaching
children both academics and societal norms,
as well as maintaining adult relationships – all
at the same time. It can get messy. But these
three complex factors require sharing weight,
otherwise a mother faces quick burnout not just
in being an employee, but in everything.

“I think that
it’s important
that women pay
attention to what
voices they’re
listening to – first
[being] the voice of
the Lord.”
Tara Boer
One of the biggest struggles for Boer
in balancing her career and being a mother
is having unreliable, or non-existent, local
childcare.
“The only pressure and stress I’ve really felt
was not having childcare,” Boer said. “That’s
something that has really been a problem for
most of northwest Iowa, but I feel like it falls on
the weight of working women moreso.”

Finding child care is a challenge reaching
beyond Boer’s family. Sioux Center’s child
care supply is “scarce,” according to U.S. Child
Care Deserts research. Assistant City Manager
Dennis Dokter went as far as to say Sioux
Center is a “child care desert” itself, according
to a Sioux Center Civic alert in February 2022.
A child care desert means a community does not
have adequate child care accessibility.
Boer’s work is heavy. As a mental health
professional primarily working alongside
children and families, Boer has worked clients
through abuse, violence, neglect and trauma.
“You can maybe project some of those fears
onto what could happen to your own family,”
Boer said. “Sleepovers for example. I’ve heard
a lot of stories of kids being harmed at pretty
quote-on-quote innocent sleepovers … [But] I
want to be a normal mom by allowing them to
do all the things you want kids to do.”
While Boer’s work-life and home-life can
bleed into each other, she has “never once
regretted” going to work after becoming a
mother. She said her calling is in both.
“There’s certainly a lot of strong messages
that come from the world about what women
should be doing,” Boer said. “I think that it’s
important that women pay attention to what
voices they’re listening to – first [being] the
voice of the Lord.”
Boer hopes to see women “challenge that
narrative” of not feeling equipped for the formal
workplace. While Boer embraces her role as
mother, she also believes in “shared communal
responsibility to take care of the other.” Rather
than seeing women step out of passionate
careers, she wants to see support systems in the
community rise.
“I hate when women are kind of relegated
to lower roles simply because they know they
have to be a mom,” Boer said. “My kid last year
was taught by someone who just had a baby.
Well, what would I do without her? I recognize
that she’s kind of raising my kid right now. And
if her kid comes to Dordt, I’ll take care of her
kid.”
But, Boer said some women are “called” to
do one or the other, something she said can be
even more difficult than making room for both.
“When I see women staying home with their
kids I say, “God bless you,” because I don’t
know if I could do it mentally,” Boer said. “I
just know I’m not wired that way. But do I look
down on them? Absolutely not. That is actually
probably a harder job.”
After years of meetings with local businesses,
last spring The Sioux Center City Council
applied for and received an $88,000 grant
from the State of Iowa Future Ready Program,
dedicated to creating in-home childcare locally.
From that, the team created Kamp Wonder.
A city-owned property at the south end of
Central Park transformed into Kamp Wonder
Daycare using the grant, Sept. 1 2022 marking
the first day of services. But by Aug. 3, Kamp
Wonder already had a waitlist.
“If Dordt would support a childcare facility

Jonah Hofmeyer—Staff Writer

Sioux Center local daycare project, Kamp Wonder logo
here for their employees where we would get
first pick, I would guess that would be such a
blessing for us as we recruit,” Boer said.
Deb Bomgaars, Professor of Nursing and
Director of the Nursing Program at Dordt, also
asked what potential a Dordt daycare may have.
Bomgaars’ three children are now grown up.
But after splitting from an abusive marriage
while her children were all under eight years
old, Bomgaars had to become a full-time nurse
and full-time mom at the same time. She would
have chosen both careers again though.
“I love what I do,” Bomgaars said.
Still, the difficulties Bomgaars faced in her
career as a nurse leaked into the expectations
she had of herself as a mother.
She struggled with guilt for leaving her
children during work hours, and for taking time
to sleep over breaks instead of playing with
them. Understanding “quality time with your
kids versus quantity time” hung on as a difficult
lesson for Bomgaars.
Unfavorable hours, especially as a new nurse
just graduated, gave Bomgaars little flexibility
when she had her first child.
“You can’t abandon your patients,” Bomgaars
said. “So, if your child has a game after school
but you have to work … you can’t take an hour
and go.”
At the end of the day, like Boer, finding
childcare proved most difficult for Bomgaars
as an early mother. While Bomgaars mother
helped with babysitting, paying college
students remained the only other option. At the
time, Bomgaars lived within walking distance
of Northwestern College.
“I had four roommates that would take turns

Dordt declared hidden gems college
Briana Gardner — Staff Writer
Dordt University has been steadily growing
for the last fifteen years, breaking record
enrollment again last year. But what is causing
this new interest in a little, Reformed school in
Northwest Iowa?
While there are many factors, one possible
cause is the rankings Dordt has been receiving
over the past several years. This year, Dordt was
ranked the top university in Iowa by US and
News World Report. Now, Dordt is continuing
to build that credibility with another ranking
from
College Raptor.
The website declared Dordt a “Hidden Gems
College in the Plains Region,” coming in second
behind Luther College for Iowa rankings.
In order to be a Hidden Gems College in

the Plains Region, the school must have
fewer than 5,000 applicants, fewer than 7,000
undergraduate students, five or more “unique”
majors, and an acceptance rate ten percent or
higher. Through this rubric, three schools are
chosen from each state. According to College
Raptor, the rankings’ purpose is to call attention
to the schools people may not have heard about.
College Raptor has thirteen hidden gems
lists in total, from anywhere between “Most
Religiously Affiliated” to “Best STEM.” With
so many lists, it is easy for a school to remain
unnoticed, regardless of their ranking. Robert
Taylor, Dean of Students and vice president
of student success at Dordt, appreciates the
shoutout regardless.
“It’s always great to be acknowledged by

Opinion

outside entities for holding to your mission,”
said Taylor said. “And doing it in such a way
that your enrollment and retention are positive.”
Taylor appreciates the acknowledgment, but
believes it will not change the way Dordt seeks
to live out its mission for each of its students.
He said even if people stop recognizing the
work Dordt is doing, “we are going to keep
doing what we are doing because what we care
the most about is that our students are doing
well.”

babysitting,” Bomgaars said. “One ended up
doing most of it, and actually my oldest son was
the ring bearer at her wedding.”
But college students left during breaks and
summers, leaving Bomgaars on her own. Not
to mention the students that wouldn’t follow
through.
“One year, I hired somebody two months
in advance, then the week before she was
supposed to start she called and said she wasn’t
going to do it,” Bomgaars said. “That was fun.”
It’s interesting to wonder how different both
Bomgaars’ and Boers’ lives as young mothers
may have been had there been childcare
provided through their hired institution. In 2018,
Dordt created a lactation room for breastfeeding
mothers on campus. Applicable persons,
ranging from professors to conference visitors
to student mothers, can access the private room
with a FOB key provided by Sue Droog, the
Executive Director of Human Resources and
Organizational Development at Dordt.
Both Bomgaars and Boer praised Dordt for
its flexibility alongside working mothers and
the experiences they’ve had as professors on
campus. That being said, they look forward
to seeing future progressions of childcare for
future staff.
“There’s a lot that gives,” Boer said.
“Sometimes, like right now, if you’d walk into
my house this morning was a disaster. There’s
clothes lying on the floor, cereal bowls out,
and stuff everywhere. And some mornings it’s
perfect. You just kinda got to be okay with not
being okay all the time.”
Contributed photo

In the 2020 election, 90 percent of Biden
supporters said if Trump was reelected, it
would lead to lasting harm to the United States;
89 percent of Trump voters said if Biden was
elected, it would lead to lasting harm to the
United States, according to Pew Research
Center.
The political divide within the United States
cannot be ignored. In today’s informationheavy world, people approach politics in an
unhealthy, unproductive manner. With the
midterm elections coming up, this political
divide is in plain view. Why are we seeing a
political divide, and what should be done about
it?
The spread of information is a huge factor
in political division in the United States. With a
click of a button, people can share information
more quickly than ever before. According to
Pew Research Center, 8 of 10 people get their
news digitally. Over 50 percent of that comes
from social media platforms. Social media is
a viable way to learn about news and current
events, but it is also a tailored experience for
individual users. This makes it way too easy to
enter “echo chambers.” Users see only the news
the algorithm thinks they will enjoy.
This leads to another factor: the news media
itself. Both parties’ confidence in news media is
at an all-time low, but this stat is particularly a
standout for Republicans, according to Gallup.
Since the 2016 election, Republican confidence
in the media has been decreasing at an alarming
rate. According to the Knight Foundation, 83
percent of Americans say the media has “a great
deal” or “a fair amount” of bias. On top of this,
80 percent of Americans believe this bias is
intentional.
Another huge issue with politics today is
the dehumanization of the opposite political
party. No matter who you watch, there always
seems to be an attempt to dehumanize the
opponent. Democrats use words like ‘racist,’
‘bigots,’ ‘sexists,’ ‘homophobes, or ‘white
supremacist,’ to describe Republicans.
Meanwhile, Republicans call Democrats
‘stupid,’ ‘socialists,’ ‘misinformed,’ ‘ignorant,’
‘hypocrites,’ and ‘liars.’ When you dehumanize
someone, it’s way easier to justify taking them
down. The goal in politics today seems to be to
destroy your opponent, not just beat them.
The biggest issues causing political division
in the United States are the quick spread
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Black Adam: a movie for the
people
Aleasha Hintz — Staff Writer

of information, news bias, and political
dehumanization. With midterm elections
coming up, what needs to happen? What can
we, as a campus in small-town of Northwest
Iowa, do to help solve the problem instead of
further it?
Let’s start with the obvious: don’t dehumanize
the opposite political party. It is completely
reasonable for someone to come to a different
conclusion than you. Everyone was raised
differently, and different life experiences lead to
different conclusions. That doesn’t mean one is
right and one is wrong. There are just different
areas of focus.
Take immigration for example. A Republican
would believe we need to tighten border
security. A Democrat would say we need to
make the immigration processes more open.
These beliefs can be true, and a solution can
be found to meet both beliefs, but no one can
reach a conclusion if each party is focused on
destroying the other’s reputation.
The next solution is to get out of your own
echo chamber. If you’re inclined to believe only
what you want to believe, you are in an echo
chamber. Just because someone you like says
something doesn’t make it true. I’m sure people
are sick of hearing this, but you have to do your
own research. It’s easy to manipulate data to fit
an argument. We live in an era where truth is not
going to be handed to you on a silver platter: you
must take matters into your own hands.
Having conversations among your trusted
friends is a great first step into the world of
politics. Another good step is to make friends
across the political aisle. If you are close friends
with someone of the opposite party, it is harder
to dehumanize them and their beliefs.
My final solution for you is to consume media
you may disagree with. Democrats: watch Fox
News and Steven Crowder, read the New York
Post. Republicans, watch CNN and Trevor
Noah, read the New York Times. Reading or
watching something you disagree with may
change your mind on some issues and allow
you to understand the logic or worldview from
which the ‘other side’ is approaching an issue. It
may confirm beliefs you already hold and make
you more passionate about them. Whatever the
result, don’t be part of the problem of political
division. Be a part of the solution.

Black Adam is an action movie presented at
a light-speed pace and has proven to be a box
office favorite.
Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson plays the
protagonist, Black Adam, in this latest addition
to the DC Extended Universe. For the first time,
Johnson’s role allows him to play more than
just a funny, muscly character. I never forgot
that I was watching The Rock throughout the
film, but Johnson’s portrayal of Black Adam
was impressive, and I applaud the casting.
Before being imprisoned by the gods who
granted him his powers 5,000 years ago, Black
Adam was Teth Adam of ancient Kahndaq.
Kahndaq is vaguely Middle Eastern, and its
people have been oppressed for thousands of
years. Black Adam’s vengeful powers turn
out to be just what the people of modernday Kahndaq are looking for to throw off
their oppressors, but they also challenge the
moral beliefs of modern-day superheroes and
members of the Justice Society: Hawkman, Dr.
Fate, Cyclone, and Atom Smasher.
The concerns of the Justice Society are not
unfounded. Black Adam challenges the viewers’
expectations for superheroes, particularly ones
like Superman. He is unpredictable, destructive,
and not often concerned with things like “due
process.”
But that is exactly what made Black Adam an
exciting watch in the superhero genre. Rather
than being a superhero of the modern age,
restricted by organizations and politics and law
and international balance, Black Adam operates
on his own terms, erring more on the Batman
side of the superhero spectrum.
What made Black Adam truly unique,
however, was his unique perspective which
juxtaposed that of the Justice Society. Black
Adam believes in swift action and death
sentences, he believes in giving power to the

people, overthrowing oppressors, and the bond
between mother and son.
The Justice Society is primarily concerned
with international affairs and law. Therefore,
the people of Kahndaq quickly named Black
Adam the country’s champion, as he concerned
himself much more with their plight under their
oppressors than the Justice Society ever did.
Overall, the film is an exciting experience.
The movie jumps quickly from scene to scene,
offering just enough backstory to get the point
across, but not enough to offer any substantial
payoff for viewers.
The film’s breakneck speed comes at a
detriment to the film. One could argue that
it keeps viewers engaged, but it also leaves
the plot feeling messy. Because of the quick
development, the film is prone to plot holes,
particularly ones that have to do with characters.
Some of the decisions that the characters
made in the film were radically out of place. In
one instance, Dr. Fate makes a reckless decision
that completely assassinates his character,
and puts the people in the film in jeopardy,
just to save a “friend” with whom he barely
exchanged a truly kind word throughout the
film. This mistake was completely avoidable,
but its presence did not unalterably change my
perception of the movie.
Black Adam offers a glimpse of hope to
superhero movie addicts and the average viewer,
despite the bad reviews from critics. Black
Adam shows immense promise for the future of
DC and offers a palatable and unsophisticated
weekend activity to moviegoers around the
nation.
Contributed photo
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Information desk hiring process based on peer
recommendation cont.
cont. from pg. 1

...information desk are women, although men
have been employed at the information desk in
the past.
“Dordt certainly does not operate with any
discriminatory policies. Men and women
are welcome to apply for any role. As for
[the information desk], we have employed
males there in the past and certainly would
again,” Aaron Baart, Chief of Staff said in
an email. “Currently, it just so happens that
recently, only women have sought that position
so it may appear that there is some sort of
discriminatory policy in place, but I can assure
you that it is merely circumstantial.”
The information desk hiring process is...

...based on recommendation. Jacobsma fills
positions by asking her current employees who
they think would be a good fit for the job. She
seeks out local attendants who can work during
the summer and over breaks.
“I often hire siblings or cousins of current
employees,” Jacobsma said.
Rynders was hired at the information desk
after mentioning to her WoW leader, a current
attendant, that working there sounded like fun.
When a position opened the following semester,
Jacobsma emailed Rynders offering her the
position.
“I know my friends, and I know who would
be good at [working at the information desk],
and who wouldn’t,” Rynders said. “[Jacobsma]

understands that people know their friends
better than she can get to know them through
an interview.”
Kyle Achterhoff is the Director for Student
Employment. When he started the job in 2020,
students filled out a generic paper application
and Achterhoff sorted them into job placements
by hand.
He used post-it notes with job titles and tossed
applications toward jobs he thought might fit.
“It was kind of a guessing game,” Achterhoff
said. “People would’ve laughed if they walked
in.”
Now, most student employment opportunities
are posted to Handshake, an online system where
new job openings are posted. Students can

apply directly for positions they’re interested
in. There is also a general work application
available on Handshake, for students that aren’t
interested in a specific position but want to
work on campus.
“The [department] supervisors determine
fit,” Achterhoff said. “My job is to help the
supervisors do their job.”
Not all on-campus jobs are posted to
Handshake. For example, academic tutoring
and teacher’s assistant positions are filled
by the department without going through
Handshake. The information desk does not have
a Handshake application.
Contributed photo
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October, with a creative twist
Teresa Taylor — Staff Writer
As a kickoff event for the fall 2022 semester,
the D’Arte Club reworked the Inktober
challenge for Dordt University students. Junior
Meggie Kleveland and freshman Abby Grace
Caldwell created 31 prompts for the 31 days
of October. On their own time and at their own
pace, students use the prompts to create artwork
with pens, pencils, paints, or whatever medium
they choose. Then they may submit their work
to the club’s Instagram page.
The greatest amount of participation
occurred in the first week, but involvement
has been steady throughout the month. The
club held an Inktober kickoff during Arts on
the Prairie with “Prairie” as the prompt for
the day. Student’s reactions to the prompts
vary dramatically. On Oct. 15, Kleveland and
Caldwell included a free day. Twice, they gave
two prompts and encouraged participants to
choose their favorite.
“We thought it would be a good event to
start off with because it would be pretty low
commitment going into it to get it going,”
Kleveland said.
She and Caldwell saw Inktober as a casual
introduction of D’Arte to campus, especially to
new students.
“Transitioning from a new school year and
different leadership, we weren’t set up by the
time the club fair happened, so we don’t have
an email list,” Kleveland said. “This semester,
it’s just going to be mostly marketing through
posters and social media and word of mouth.”
D’Arte aims to give art majors opportunities
to create art outside of class without the
responsibility of a grade and non-art majors
chances to try new mediums and engage their
creative sides.

the club. Like art itself, D’Arte aims to reach
everyone and let their imagination manifest
outside of required essays, worksheets, or
quizzes.
“Art is the way that I recharge,” Caldwell
said. “If I don’t paint, I go crazy. I lose my mind.
Everybody has that thing that they have to do to
reset themselves, to get their brain back in the
flow.”

“There is
something to be
said about creating
just for the sake of
creating,”
-Meggie Kleveland

Logan Baccam’s Inktober day four submission
“Art is actually essential for our brains,”
Caldwell said. “It is essential for students.”
She referred to studies proving students
who employ their creativity will experience
increased academic success and develop
stronger collaboration and problem-solving
skills.
“Because we’re usually stuck to our laptops

Smile for scares
Daniel Ketchelos — Staff Writer

It’s spooky season, which means Halloween,
horror movies, and heathenism. Alright, maybe
not heathenism, but with spooky season afoot,
how should people be interacting with horror
movies? The recent psychological horror movie
release, Smile, will serve as a case study for the
current state of horror films and expectations
for them in the future.
Smile follows psychologist Rose Cotter
in her pursuit of solving a line of ‘cursed’
involuntary
suicide
cases
surrounding
paranormal activity. Tension arises when Cotter
is ‘cursed’ in a session through her client who
involuntarily commits suicide because of the
paranormal entity. Cotter then inherits the curse
from her deceased client.
The entity, who smiles menacingly at its
victims before inflicting psychological and
physical pain, continues to destroy Cotter’s
personal life until she has been removed from
all personal relationships except for that with
her police officer ex-boyfriend. He then helps
Cotter in her search to unveil the mystery
behind the haunting entity.
While Smile has numerous jump-scares,
gore, and haunting visuals, it does lack in the
overall narrative. There is little substance to
be found in Smile. It’s driven by the plot to
uncover the mystery behind the hauntings, but
outside of that plot, there are little to no subplots
or underlying narratives that can be taken from
it.
This lack of substance creates a forgettable
story once the movie ends. There aren’t many
standout scenes from the movie that will last in
the future. Though it is scary and intense while

and in the midst of studying and doing all this
brain work, it’s just really good to be able to
pause and do something with your hands,”
Kleveland said. “College students need that
creative outlet.”
D’Arte is more inclusive and lower
commitment than other clubs. Every student on
campus may attend events without enrolling in

Contributed photo

The School for Good and Evil is yet another
Netflix book-to-teen-flick adaptation that will
quickly fade into the background of moviewatching history. The movie was bad at being
good, and even worse at being bad. It’s campy,
stereotypical, predictable, and familiar all at the
same time.
Best friends Agatha and Sophie want
nothing more than to get out of their small
town of Galvadon. Sophie is a naive but loyal
dreamer, and Agatha is a pessimistic daughter
of a witch whose parentage makes her the target
of much hate from her peers and the citizens of
Galvadon in general. One day, Sophie whips up
a plan to leave the town and enroll herself in a
fantasy school: the School for Good and Evil.
The girls are both whisked away but dropped at
the “wrong” schools: Agatha in the School for
Good and Sophie in the School for Evil. Now,
Agatha is focused on getting themselves back to
Galvadon, but Sophie insists she belongs in The
School for Good and works against Agatha’s
attempts to return them both home. Their
friendship is tested, and things get serious as the
fate of the school now lies in their unknowing
hands.
I am convinced this movie has no idea what
it actually wants to be. It’s a fairytale that is
trying so hard not to be like other fairytales, but
only ends up reinforcing fairytale stereotypes.
The one that stuck out to me is the correlation

between “beauty standards” and good, or
“ugly” and evil. The School for Good is
criticized within the film for being shallow
with its overwhelming focus on appearances,
especially among female students, who have a
required “beauty” course. It is obvious that the
movie wants to criticize this view, but it also has
a parallel “uglification” class in the School for
Evil that is left uncriticized.
Additionally, in the final battle, the students of
the School for Good are marked by ugly scars,
injuries, and clothing to visualize their fall from
good. I simply cannot see past this attempt at
commentary; it is just a downright failure.
That being said, the costumes, settings,
and CGI are quite beautiful, despite the
subpar narrative. The movie makes up for its
contradictory storyline in production quality
that was at least visually interesting.
The movie is based on a middle-grade YA
novel, and adaptations for books are usually
pretty hit or miss anyway. The film is currently
rated at 36 percent on Rotten Tomatoes, but the
book has a solid 4.02 stars on Good Reads, so
the source material is likely not the problem,
unless the audiences are that vastly different.
The film clearly wants to be relevant, but
it never will be. It just appears to be, as The
Guardian put it, a “Harry Potter rip-off” -- a
sentiment with which I couldn’t agree more.
Contributed photo
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Women’s basketball geared up for new season
Isabel Pheifer — Staff Writer
A season ago, the Dordt University Women’s
Basketball team went on what some may
call a Cinderella run. Going into the national
tournament ranked 21st in the nation, according
to the NAIA Women’s Basketball Coaches
Poll, defeating the number one seed in the
tournament, and finishing as the national
runner-up sums up a successful post-season.
Seven months later, the Defenders start a new
season, ready to use their championship-level
energy and grit once again.
A highly detail-oriented and determined team,
the Defenders spent summer and preseason
workouts getting both their bodies and minds
ready for competition. As the women filed into
the gym for the first practice of the season, Head
Women’s Basketball Coach Bill Harmsen could
tell his players had put in the work during the
summer months.
“The summer work that our players put in was
fantastic, and they worked hard coming back fit
and healthy,” Harmsen said.
A typical preseason workout involves a
variety of different activities, ranging from
agility work, weightlifting, band work, and
continuing to develop basketball skills. With
each flex pushing one’s body up from a squat
to each arm extended high following through

after a shot, the off-season work is diligent and
crucial.
“We realize there are going to be some
expectations for us to compete well this
season,’’ senior forward Karly Gustafson said.
“I think our team has risen to that pressure
and expectations by putting in lots of time in
the gym through the off-season, so that we can
compete at a high level again this year.”
After a second-place finish in the Great Plains
Athletic Conference last year, the Defenders
came in tabbed third in the preseason coaches’
poll for the 2022-23 season. Finishing with
a 16-6 conference record and a 29-9 overall
record last season, they now come in ranked
only behind Morningside and Dakota Wesleyan,
two teams the Defenders split games in regular
season play.
A new season also means a semi-new roster.
Graduating their top scorer, first team AllAmerican and reigning GPAC Player of the
Year Ashtyn Verbeek, and defensive phenom
and crucial leader Mya Chmielewski leaves big
shoes to fill for the Defenders this season.
“We are continuing to build a strong tradition
of women’s basketball here at Dordt,” Harmsen
said. “That means we have women willing to
step in and fill the void.”

The School for Good and Evil
Aleasha Hintz — Staff Writer

viewing, the film lacks any real takeaways.
The same problem is evident in other recent
releases, such as Netflix’s 2022 rendition of
the Texas Chainsaw Massacre. Both Smile
and Texas Chainsaw Massacre rely heavily
on jump-scares and gore to keep the attention
of the audience. A well-written and produced
film should not have to rely on these tactics to
capture the audience’s attention.
Films can be scary without relying on these
gimmicks. Two classic examples of horror
films that achieve this without relying on these
tricks are The Shining (1980) and Silence of the
Lambs (1991). These films portray horrifying
scenes by asking cultural questions and
exploring issues that plague the world. I think
the biggest issue with modern horror films,
like Smile, is that they lack these underlying
subtextual narratives.
Another problem with modern horror is the
lack of hope portrayed in the movies. Often, a
hopeful ending is set up in the story, but then it
is ripped from the audience to show that there
is no hope for those in the story, and all will be
lost and destroyed. These bleak endings provide
no deeper message to the audience and push the
post-modern concept of nihilism in all aspects
of life.
Smile offers plenty of gore-filled
entertainment for those who seek it. If you are
searching for a scary film for the Halloween
season, then I would advise looking towards
classic horror films that provide more substance
than the cut-and-paste formula presented by
Smile and other contemporary horror films.

Kleveland and Caldwell are planning for the
rest of the year, including come-and-go events
and workshops. They strive to plan events that
are both enjoyable, educational, and not so
difficult that students don’t attend.
“We don’t want to limit it to certain people,”
Kleveland said.
Kleveland doesn’t want students to feel as
if they need certain skills to attend events and
participate in activities. From stick figures
and wonky circles to advanced shading or
paintwork, students can make art for the sole
reason of letting their imagination work.
“There is something to be said about creating
just for the sake of creating,” Kleveland said.

Sports

The three seniors stand next to each other and Karly Gustafson waves to the crowd during the
Defender tipoff event

Junior Macey Nielson highfives her teammates during the Defender tipoff event
Despite the loss of two key players, the team
returns four of its five top scorers. Gustafson
comes in for her senior season averaging 12.6
points per game and snagging 8.0 rebounds
a contest. Senior guard Bailey Beckman is
just behind Gustafson, averaging 12.5 points
per game last season. Sophomore Janie
Schoonhoven played a big role on the court as
a freshman last year, giving her a 7.9 points per
game average. Hopping into the starting lineup right away as a freshman, now sophomore
Hayden Heimensen scored 7.5 points per
contest last season.
But numbers aren’t everything. Points are
how you win a game, rebounds give you
second chance points, a high defensive rating
means you have a better chance at stopping
tough opponents, and a good record gives you
an upper hand in the postseason. But numbers
are not what make up a team, especially not
this team. What isn’t accounted for on the stats
sheet is the heart of this Defender team, the
consistency, the motivation, the determination,
and the mental toughness.
Harmsen described numbers and statistics
as fickle, and each woman on their team is not
defined solely by the numbers they produce.

Rather, the team thrives off leading with love,
serving with passion, radiating positivity, and
serving a Christ-like purpose.
“We want to show up and give our best to
create an expectation of consistency for our
program,” Gustafson said. “This mindset also
translates over to life and showing up to do your
best at whatever you are doing.”
The question arises on what the outcome will
be for the Defender women in this new season.
Will they repeat as national runners-up, or will
they be national champions this time around?
Maybe they will fall early and not make it to
the final site of the national tournament. They
might be tripped by a lower-ranked team during
the GPAC tournament, or they could walk away
as GPAC champions. No matter what happens,
the team’s heart and fortitude are magnetic. You
can’t help but watch them, and once you do, it’s
hard to pull your gaze away.
The home opener for the Defenders is Oct.
27 against Presentation, with the GPAC
season getting underway on Nov. 16 against
Morningside in Sioux City, Iowa.
Photo credit: Dordt University Athletics

Late afternoon with the Defenders
Nyiah Gesink — Staff Writer
Students filed in, eagerly signing their names
on the roster before finding their seats in Dordt
University’s De Witt Gymnasium. Chatter filled
the gym as the students discussed the possibility
of one of them winning the big prize: a $1,000
Under Armour gift card.
While attendees filled the atmosphere with
excitement and anticipation, it’s difficult not
to compare this Tip-Off to previous years.
Typically, this event happens on Friday during
Defender Days and would start around 10 p.m.
after a music performance. Late Night with
the Defenders has been a long-standing and
beloved tradition.
“When I played here, it was really late at
night. We started at, like, midnight, but it was
still always a full house,” Kyle Lindbergh,
Assistant Men’s Basketball Coach, said.
This year, Dordt held the event on Saturday,
Oct. 15 after a home football game. Instead of
starting late at night, the event began around
5 p.m. This year’s changes happened because
Dordt basketball has an away game during
Defender Days. Football, soccer, hockey, and
volleyball are all scheduled for home games
that week.
Despite the changed time, student attendance
remained high. There were many competitions,
including a dunk contest, knock-out, and a race
for the $1,000 prize.
Although many students thought the winner
would be randomly chosen from the roster they
signed, the organizers had a different idea.

Dance team, Men’s Basketball, and Women’s basketball all partake in a dance routine
Standing in front of the crowd, four students
from the list were chosen to come to the floor
and compete for the prize.
To win, they were told to make a lay-up,
free throw, three-pointer, and half-court shot
in under 30 seconds. None of the competitors
accomplished this task, so they played a
sudden death game consisting of shots from the

volleyball line.
Jackson Stahl, a sophomore elementary
education major, came out on top. The Defender
basketball team rallied around him, presenting
him with a large check and pats on the back.
“Definitely one of the top ten moments of
my life,” Stahl said. “It was exciting. It felt
like a lot of school spirit, and it was cool to

see the same guys you go to class with on the
basketball team.”
Despite the high turnout, students only packed
half the gym. In years past, both sides of the
gym have been full.
Senior dance team member and business
administration major Payton Oostenink
remembers Late Night as one of the highlights
of Defender Days. The Defender dance team
usually performs a routine with the men’s
basketball team and does their state hip-hop
routine at the end of the event. Last year, Dordt
also announced Dash the Defender as a new
mascot.
This year, the dance team performed first.
Showing the crowd what they’ve been working
on brought a fun atmosphere, but most dancers
didn’t stay till the end of the event.
“We performed first, and we had a whole
four-hour football game before it, so we were
all just exhausted,” Oostenink said. “So we all
left.”
Having Late Night Tip-Off as a stand-alone
event during Defender Days has proven to
have higher attendance with both students and
community members. It ends Defender Days by
bringing the campus together to express school
spirit in a last hoorah to the weekend. While it
is unclear when Tip-Off will be held next year,
many people are gunning for the tradition of
Late Night to return to its regular time slot.
Contributed photo
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...production process.
“I asked a lot of people about the production,
but the difference is Mark stayed interested in
the project and I knew it was someone who
would work hard at it,” Platter said.
Once Volkers got involved, he went to his
students. Volkers’ Advanced Film and Video
Production class of eight students helped with
the project.
The students worked on many aspects of
filmmaking during the project: lighting, sound,
and filming. Volkers was open to hear ideas
from the students and their viewpoints on
different shots.
After finishing filming, students entered
the post-production stage. The class split into
partner pairings to come up with their own

vision of the project. Volkers will send each
individual cut to Barrick to see what aspects she
likes from each.
Neither Platter nor Volkers have heard of a
time when this kind of collaboration between
the digital media and art departments came to
Dordt. Both are very happy to be a part of it.
“It’s a very unique situation,” Volkers said.
“When Platter came to me with the idea of the
production, I knew we had to do it.”
Barrick’s production will be finished within a
few weeks and will be available for viewing on
her website.
For more photos, see page 6
Photo credit: Dordt University
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